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For those of you that attended the September meeting and had the opportunity to hear 

Sharon Peterson talk about what a judge looks for, well you saw a great presentation - and 

that brings me to the message for this month.   

 
At the last Photobug Breakfast, one of the members asked a puzzling question.  òHow do we get more members to participate 

in our competitions?ó  Well, I told him that if he comes up with that answer, he can take over as President.  He politely, but 
firmly, refused that offer.  But really, how do we get more of you to participate in entering your photographs into our club 

competitions? 
 

Let me get a bit personal and tell you how competition has affected me and created a huge positive difference in how I take and 
process photographs.  About ten or eleven years ago, I joined the CLCC.  In the prior 40 plus years, I had done numerous 

weddings, portraits, taken the expected vacation pictures, baby and family photos, and was very knowledgeable in the technical 

aspect of photography, having been trained by the military.  For some reason, the military is not interested in the ART aspect in 
their required photographs.  Yes, my family and clients loved the work I did for them.  Even I liked some of the photos I took. 

 
See President , Page 2 

 PRESIDENTSõ COLUMN 

2016 CLCC Officers 

¶ Co-Presidents :  

         Al Popp 
         Chuck Rasmussen 

¶ Vice President :  Peter Pelke II 

¶ Treasurer :  Grace Moline 

¶ Secretary :  Jim Petersen 

¶ Previous President : Lyle Anderson 
 

CLCC Support Staff 

¶ Newsletter Editor:  Rich Bickham 

¶ Webmaster:  Sandy Wittman 

¶ CACCA Delegate:  Lyle Anderson 

¶ CACCA Delegate:  Royal Pitchford 

¶ Advisor:  David Jilek 

¶ Facebook Admin:  Scott Migaldi  

                  Assistant:  Alexis Cooper 
                  Assistant:  Margie Paffrath 

¶ Membership: Mariela Ryan 

¶ Publicity:  Roger Willingham 

¶ Competition:  Jeff Chemelewski 

¶ Small Groups:  Maureen Harris 

¶ Refreshments: Larry Swanson 

¶ Outings:  Sandy Wittman 

¶ Librarian: Bob Cairone 

OCTOBER SEASONAL IMAGE  

N o one submitted a photograph this month, so here is one of mine taken during the Covered Bridge Festival in Parke County, 

Indiana in October, 2015. 

 

Your photograph can 

appear here next month.  

The submission procedure 

is in the òOpportunitiesó 

section on page 9. 

Al Chuck 

Misty Day Autumn Storefront                                                                                 Rich Bickham 

Give 

it a 

shot !  

Nikon D5000  

f/3.5 

18mm  

1/200 seconds 

250 ISO  ÷ 
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President , from Page 1 

I joined our club in the month of May back then, when the final annual year-end 
club competition was being held.  I was politely invited to participate in the judging. 

òWhat?ó  I had never judged anything before, so how was I supposed to determine 

what was the best of the best?  When I mentioned my inabilities and shortage of 
expertise to judge these outstanding works of art, it was suggested that I simply 

choose the photo that I liked the best. 
  

On that first night, outside of being totally and completely intimidated, let me tell 
you what I learned from that wonderful eye-opening experience.  As I moved 

around the room, I very quickly realized I was out of my league, and was viewing 
images that were exquisitely beautiful, and in my small world of photography, 

something special.  All the photographs were spectacular and I knew immediately I 

wanted to know how this was accomplished.  I was hooked on joining the club and 
learning the answers to this unique mystery.  Those pictures absolutely amazed me.  

òI want to be able to do this!ó, I screamed inside. 
 

A fter a few months of watching, asking questions and getting friendly, informative 
answers, I decided to enter some photographs I took while on a trip to Europe.  I 

liked them because one had my daughter in it and the other was a black and white 
of a Parisian artist plying his trade on the canvas.  Now realize, I had just recently 

attended Jeff Chemelewskiõs presentation on òcompositionó and in a moment of 
excitement during that presentation, I thought, òHey, I get it nowó.  I tried some of 

the suggestions Jeff presented in his very informative talk.  Two thirds?  Leading 

lines?  Light management?  All were foreign to me before, but now way up at the 
top of my òHow Toó list.  That little photo memory recess in my brain was trying 

to get free. 
 

Surprisingly, I received some decent scores (22õs I think) and some of the members 
even came up and complemented me by asking how I did it.  Were they kidding?  

How did I do it?  I didnõt know how I did it.  At least I didnõt think I knew.  But back 
in that dark recess of my noggin, a new developmental skill was taking shape.  Some 

may call it muscle memory, others may call it learning.  Whatever it was, I was 
liking it a lot.  I experienced a new desire to go out and play with my camera, and 

to apply the composition rules.  To freely manipulate in Photoshop, and to have 

fun.   
 

I was learning quickly from these challenges we call competition.  I never took a 
score personally when it was low.  I just asked why it got an 18 and what I needed 

to do to make it better.  I was learning how to create a beautiful photograph. That 
little part of my brain was growing and this venue/competition format was giving 

me the only opportunity available to really learn what makes an extraordinary 
photograph. 

 
Sure I started small, got my feet wet, and in some cases, stomped on.  I was still 

blown away by others who seemed to have mastered this art.  Mind you, I was still 

completely intimidated by their work but just kept telling myself, òI want to create 
a photograph like that.ó 

 
In todayõs world of PC correctness, no one likes to look foolish or incompetent.  

No one likes to be embarrassed or laughed at or made to feel ineffective.  But 
really, you have to start somewhere to get better at anything.  What are those old 

sayings?  òLearn from your mistakes.ó and  òExperience is the best teacher.ó 
 

You joined this photography club for a reason.  That reason is personal to you.  Iõm 
guessing you want to know how to use your camera, learn how to post process 

and take great photos and have fun doing it.  Sure, you can bounce all around and 

take classes at the college, enter learning classes on-line and even attend some of 
our club classes.  But in my opinion, after you put time and money into all those 

resources, you still need to have someone look at what you are producing and 
learn from that experience to get better.  Our club offers many opportunities for 

you to learn and get better.  Small groups, competition, classes and the availability 
through email or phone to the many members who will jump at the chance to 

assist you with any difficulties and questions you may have.  All you need to do is 
take advantage of them. 

 
I can tell you unequivocally that entering the competition opportunities this club 

provides is the most helpful element in which I have participated.  It has allowed my 

ability to produce a pleasing photograph to grow at warp speed.  The competitions 
I have entered through the years have taught me more about how to make a nice 

photo than any class I have attended.  Competitions are rich with value for learning 
and understanding what makes a beautiful photograph, and they give you a singular 

opportunity to take your photography skills to the next level at the fastest pace 
imaginable.  Of course, like anything, you have to put in the time and effort to get 

better.  It was easy for me since I was enjoying the fruits of my efforts.  My scores 
did not always improve, but I always learned from the experience. 

 

KNOW YOUR CLUB SUPPORT STAFF  

 

Hello.  Iõm Roger Willingham, the CLCC 

Publicity Chairperson.  I became interested 

in photography after I retired from Morgan 
Stanley, Smith Barney in September 2009.  
Looking for a new hobby, I tried building 

model ships, but after gluing my fingers 
together a few times I decided that a less 
hazardous hobby would be a good idea.  

Seeing an ad in the newspaper for cameras, 
I bought my first DSLR - a Nikon D5000 

with kit lenses and Photoshop Elements.  
 
This new game quickly became an interest 

and a challenge.  I didn't know an f/stop 
from an ISO.  So, I began reading a lot: 
magazines, owner's manuals and several 

photography books.  I took some courses 
at McHenry County College designed for 

beginners like me, and Nancy Merkling's 
work-shops in Harvard.  Feeling a need for 
more instruction, I found the Crystal Lake Camera Club on-line and attended a few 

meetings before joining in 2011.  The club offered just what I needed - members 
with a common interest willing to share helpful ideas.  All the members I met were 
friendly and offered good advice.  Lyle Anderson was particularly helpful, mentoring 

me to a higher quality of work.  As my confidence grew, I began to enter the club 
competitions which led to increased confidence and improvement, and I did not 

have to worry about gluing my fingers together again.  ÷ 

The DPI (Digitally Projected Image) competition category is a great opportunity for 
you to enter competition at a very low price ð all it costs you is your time.  Other 

than going out and shooting, processing and emailing the image, there is no cost.  

No paper, no printing, nothing.  How great is that?  Those that want to submit 
prints certainly can because that affords them an opportunity to request a critique 

of their work, and there, my friends, is the beauty and giant benefit of competition.  
Do you really want to learn?  Ask for a critique.   Listen to the judgesô comments, 

learn from their experience, and then go out and apply it to your next photo.  And 
while you are doing all of this the next time you go out to shoot, just remember 

this.  Donõt take it so serious - and just go have some fun.  ÷ 
Chuck & Al  ÷ 

ABSTRACT PHOTO EDITING  

Roger Willingham 

Bill Brown's article òPutting A Creative Twirl In Your Workó in the September, 

2016 issue of the PSA Journal shows how you can create an abstract image from 
any base image using Photoshop or Photoshop Elements.  Here are two examples 

created using his techniques (originals on left - abstracts on right). 

For detailed information read his article or contact me for a copy at  

       rowham40@sbcglobal.net  .  ÷ 
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