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OCTOBER SEASONAL IMAGE

N 0 one submitted a photograph this month, so here is one of mine taken during the Covered Bridge Festival in Parke Cour
Indiana in October, 2015.

Your photograph can

appear here next month.

The submission procedure
is in the 00pj
| section on page 9.

Give
ita
shot !

Nikon D5000
f13.5
18mm
1/200 seconds
250 | SO +

Misty Day Autumn Storefront Rich Bickham

For those of you that attended the September meeting and had the opportunity to he

Sharon Peterstalk about what a judge looks for, well you saw a great presentatamd
that brings me to the message for this month.

At the | ast Photobug Breakfast, one of the members aske
in our competitions?o6 Wel | , I told him that i f hetcome
firmly, refused that offer. But really, how do we get more of you to participate in entering your photographs into our club
competitions?

Let me get a bit personal and tell you how competition has affected me and created a huge positive difference in howdl take
process photographs. About ten or eleven years ago, | joined the CLCC. In the prior 40 plus years, | had done numerous
weddings, portraits, taken the expected vacation pictures, baby and family photos, and was very knowledgeable in tHe techr
aspect of photography, having been trained by the military. For some reason, the military is not interested in the ARih aspec
their required photographs. Yes, my family and clients loved the work | did for them. Even | liked some of the photos | too

SeePresident , Page 2
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PLESLRLE, Low FEER L KNOW YOUR CLUB SUPPORT STAFF

I joined our club in the month of May back then, when the final annualeear
club competition was being held. | was politely invited to participate in the judging,
dOWhat ?6 I had never judged anythingHtﬁéﬂd)lR@?rWéﬁiB@haﬁh@@LC@as det
what was the best of the best? When | mentioned my inabilities and shortage of Publicity Chairperson. | became intereste . -
expertise to judge these outstanding works of art, it was suggested that | simply in photography after | retired from Morgar
choose the photo that | liked the best. Stanley, Smith Barney in September 200¢
Looking for a new hobby, | tried building
On that first night, outside of being totally and completely intimidated, let me tell model ships, but after gluing my fingers
you what | learned from that wonderful ey@pening experience. As | moved together a few times dlecided that a less
around the room, | very quickly realized | was out of my league, and was viewing hazardous hobby would be a good idea.
images that were exquisitely beautiful, and in my small world of photography, Seeing an ad in the newspaper for camer.
something special. All the photographs were spectacular and | knew immediatelyl lbought my first DSLRa Nikon D5000
wanted to know how this was accomplished. | was hooked on joining the club anavith kit lenses and Photoshop Elements.
learning the answers to this uniqgue mystery. Those pictures absolutely amazed me.
ol want to be able to do this! o, | s Thismewrgame quicklysbecame an intere:
and a challenge. | didn't know an f/stop
After a few months of watching, asking questions and getting friendly, informativefrom an ISO. So, | began reading a lot:
answers, | decided to enter some photographs | took while on a trip to Europe. | magazines, owner's manuals and several.
liked them because one had my daughter in it and the other was a black and whitphotography books. |took some courses..
of a Parisian artist plying his trade on the canvas. Now realize, | had just recentlyat McHenry County College designed for
attendedJeff Chemelewdis r e sent ati on on ocomposi tbeginners likerme, aidancyMerklitgme | 3 3 :
excitement during that presentati on, wark-shopsinHarvard, Feelingeayneedfor ge L 110WO . It
the suggestions Jeff presented in his very informative talk. Two thirds? Leading more instruction, | found the Crystal Lake Camera Clublore and attended a few
lines? Light management? All were foreign to me before, but now way up at the meetings before joining in 2011. The club offered just what | needeeimbers

top of my OHow Too6 |ist. That | i tt | withgc¢ommon interestwillingto sharechelpfukideasn All the membersil met weee s
to get free. friendly and offered good advicéyle Andersovas particularly helpful, mentoring

me to a higher quality of work. As my confidence grew, | began to enter the club
Surprisingly, |1 received some decent cempefitioaswhighfedto increased confidence andimprovementnand Igid not h
even came up and complemented me by asking how | did it. Were they kidding? have to worry about gluing my fingers together again.
How did | do it? I didndét know how i did it. At least | didnot think |
in that dark recess of my noggin, a new developmental skill was taking shape. Some ABSTRACT PHOTO EDITING

may call it muscle memory, others may call it learning. Whatever it was, | was
liking it a lot. | experienced a new desire to go out and play with my camera, and -
to apply the composition rules. To freely manipulate in Photoshop, and to have Roger Willingham
fun.

BiIIBrowhs article OPutting AintGeSegembey, e T\
I was learning quickly from these challenges we call competition. | never took a 2016 issue of the PSA Journal shows how you can create an abstract image from
score personally when it was low. | just asked why it got an 18 and what | needecany base image using Photoshop or Photoshop Elements. Here are two examples
to do to make it better. | was learning how to create a beautiful photograph. That created using his techniques (originals on4efbstracts on right).
little part of my brain was growing and this venue/competition format was giving
me the only opportunity available to really learn what makes an extraordinary
photograph.

Sure | started small, got my feet wet, and in some cases, stomped on. | was still
blown away by others who seemed to have mastered this art. Mind you, | was still
completely intimidated by their work

a photograph | ike that. o i
In todayds world of PC correctness, n

mysel f, ol wan

i sh or i ncomj
No one likes to be embarrassed or laughed at or made to feel ineffective. But
really, you have to start somewhere to get better at anything. What are those old
sayings? oLearn from your mistakes. o6 and OExperience is the best teache
You joined this photography club for a reason. That reason is personal t

guessing you want to know how to use your camera, learn how to post process

and take great photos and have fun doing it. Sure, you can bounce all around and

take classes at the college, enter learning classdmerand even attend some of

our club classes. But in my opinion, after you put time and money into all those

resources, you still need to have someone look at what you are producing and

learn from that experience to get better. Our club offers many opportunities for o detailed information read his article or contact nfer a copy at
you to learn and get better. Small groups, competition, classes and the availability rowham40@sbcalobal.net 2
through email or phone to the many members who will jump at the chance to
assist you with any difficulties and questions you may have. All you need to do is
take advantage of them.

The DPI (Digitally Projected Image) competition category is a great opportunity for
I can tell you unequivocally that entering the competition opportunities this club | you to enter competition at a very low pricé all it costs you is your time. Other
provides is the most helpful element in which | have participated. It has allowed ntlyan going out and shooting, processing and emailing the image, there is no cost.
ability to produce a pleasing photograph to grow at warp speed. The competitiqniNo paper, no printing, nothing. How great is that? Those that want to submit
| have entered through the years have taught me more about how to make a nige prints certainly can because that affords them an opportunity to request a critique
photo than any class | have attended. Competitions are rich with value for learrfingf their work, and there, my friends, is the beauty and giant benefit of competition.
and understanding what makes a beautiful photograph, and they give youasingubo you really want to | earn? Ask for
opportunity to take your photography skills to the next level at the fastest pace | learn from their experience, and then go out and apply it to your next photo. And
imaginable. Of course, like anything, you have to put in the time and effort to g¢t while you are doing all of this the next time you go out to shoot, just remember

better. It was easy for me since | was enjoying the fruits of my efforts. My scorgst hi s . Donodt -ammdk ej udt sgpo skeavi @ usome fu
did not always improve, butdlway learned from the experience. Chuck& Al +
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