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You walk around town, travel on vacation, sit at the ballpark, or attend family gatherings, camera at the ready to snap
loads of pictures. Will you be creating art?
Photography in itself is a complex form of media spread over many facets and endeavors. Can you consider those casual
images of the grandparents seated around the table playing cards, or the kids splashing in the swimming pool akin to a
Picasso or a Rembrandt? Is photography an art form? Never fear - photographers and artists have discussed and argued
this very question for well over the last hundred years.
Merriam Webster defines art as “Something that is created with imagination and skill and that is beautiful or that expresses
important ideas or feelings … an activity that requires special knowledge or skill.” Notice that this definition makes no
mention as to its medium. In today’s world this can encompass anything from oil and watercolor paints, to pencils and
chalks, to sculpted stone, or to film and pixels. You can even apply this definition to writing, music, or baking cakes.
If you are a photographer, you undoubtedly state you are an artist. If you paint for a living, then you know you are an artist.
This plants the big debate in fertile soil. A simple Google search for “photography as an art form” displays pages of hits.
All of these demonstrate strong opinions on both sides of the backyard fence. Each side puts forth good, and not so good
reasons as to who stands upon hallowed ground.
Whatever the artistic endeavor, each person considers their work as an expression of art. Many photographers also
paint and enjoy playing in the sand boxes of other mediums that lay within their areas of interest. Let’s take a quick look
at a few of the ways we might consider photography as an art form.
Good photographs capture images that prompt an emotional response from the viewer. These graphic works show
beauty and imagination. Photographers, like all artists, attempt to express and interpret feelings through the subject matter in front of them. Here we consider a still life representation, an inspiring landscape vista, expressive facial features of
a person’s portrait, candid peeks into events through photographs from the street, the excitement of a sporting event, …
Many other possibilities abound. All these images are literally painted with light and all will fall into the definition of art.
The same as traditional artists, serious photographers study and practice their medium. The technical part of cameras,
lenses, and exposure, as well as, color, composition, lighting, and theme are all-important elements to prop up their photographic knowledge. Are such skills so different from the painter, sculptor, potter, wood carver, or even the writer
when defining how an artist thinks and works? Technical pieces of photography fluctuate little in essence from a painter’s
knowing the correct use of their paints and brushes, or sculptors of their hammers and chisels. Granted, all artists frequently produce works with less appeal or that are simply called throwaway. Those causal pictures taken at birthday
parties, or of uncle Bob mowing the lawn are more likely to end up in family albums, never to be seen at the Art Institute.
With the convenience of today’s digital camera, how many so-so pictures are easily tossed out? Still, according to the
definition these all fall under the category of art.

David Jilek

 Treasurer :
Grace Moline

See President, page 2

NEW
MARCH SEASONAL IMAGE
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Newsletter Editor: Rich Bickham
Webmaster: Sandy Wittman
CACCA Delegate: Lyle Anderson
CACCA Co-Delegate: Royal Pitchford
Facebook: Mario Salazar
Bookkeeper: Maureen Harris
Hospitality Table Host: Mariela Ryan
Newspaper Publicity: Roger Willingham
Competition Mats: Jeff Chemelewski
Meeting Refreshments: Larry Swanson

Since no one submitted a picture this month, here is
one off the internet. The North Fountain at the White
House has been dyed green every Saint Patrick’s Day
since 2009. Your photo can be here next month - see
“Opportunities” section on page 7 for entry procedure.

CLCC Website: http://www.crystallakecameraclub.org

Give
it a
shot !

White House Fountain - 2011

CLCC on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crystallakecameraclub101
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GRACE MOLINE APPOINTED NEW CLUB TREASURER

President, from page 1
Some argue that photographers are never emotionally involved with their work.
The painter or sculptor knows every brush stroke or rock chip their hands produce. Why, all one needs to do with a camera is press the button, which any sixyear-old kid or trained monkey can do. This may be true, but both photographers
and painters must develop a vision. Serious work requires patience and planning,
as well as execution and knowing by eye what the canvas or print will hold upon
completion. Are the artworks of Dali, Gauguin, Matisse, or Rockwell so different
from the artworks of Adams, Lange, Greenberg, LaChapelle, or Watson? The use
of medium and technical setup will change, but composition, theme, emotional
impact, and other fundamentals of true art all exist.
Our world today sees many changes in all forms of art including photography.
Ongoing advancements in technology provide many new and challenging ways we
produce and visualize any works of art. Ever expanding and improved computer
programs, necessary for manipulating pixels, have become the new paint and brush
techniques of several decades past. The hand-drawn, hand-colored animation cells
produced by the famous Disney and Lantz studios are now being replaced by computer graphics. Is this art? By definition both of these representations would be
so classified. Originally, artists created this work through drawing and painting
thousands of individual motion picture frames, thus employing a camera – i.e. photography. Cartoon art may not be found in the same category as fine art; however, it
is still considered a form of art.
True art is in the eye of the beholder and comes in many varieties and shapes.
What does the viewer see? What feelings are kindled from within? Does the
work shout out a message, or whisper an intimacy? An individual may prefer viewing or using one medium instead of another, but it is still art. Should we consider
the literary works of Hemmingway or Williams diminished in any way knowing that
their masterpieces were either handwritten or pounded out on a typewriter (now
computer)? It is still the impact of content and the message given to the reader
that ensures their lasting throughout the years.
The debate bounces back and forth. Photography is an art form. Photography is
mere technology. As for our belief – it’s all art.
Al & Chuck ◊

LOOKING FOR A PHOTO PROJECT?
Sandy Wittman

Amateur photographer and nature lover Kris DaPra decided to take a photograph
in Cook County forest preserves every day in 2014. She almost accomplished her
self-set task, only missing eight days due to family obligations. She says “I still feel
bad about missing those eight days.”
She knew that she needed to make an effort to get out of the house because she
sensed it was going to be a bad winter. She was right. She started out with a
black and white photo in the Ned Brown Forest Preserve in Elk Grove Village. It
was snowy and frigid. She traveled throughout the winter on snow shoes and skis,
and one day walked across a frozen lake. Spring flowers gave way to summer’s
butterflies …and mosquitos. She says “Some days I ran in, took a picture, and ran
out again.”
The project caught the attention of the Forest Preserve District of Cook County.
Staffers got in touch with her after seeing her images on Flickr. The Forest Preserve District has been using her photos in email newsletters and publications,
although that wasn’t the purpose of the project which she says was “… just for
me.” Barbara Brotman, Chicago Tribune contributor who wrote about her recently said “What looks like a nature vacation is all around us.” DaPra shot most of
her pictures in Busse Woods, as the Ned Brown Forest Preserve is popularly
known, a few miles from her home. “We can see these wonders ourselves, if we
only go out and look.” An image from day 34 of her quest is shown on the right.

Grace Moline has replaced Larry Swanson as the
CLCC Treasurer, and as such is now a member
of the CLCC Board of Directors. We thank
Larry for his years of service as Treasurer (rest
assured that Larry still plans to provide the
donuts and coffee for our monthly club meetings). Grace was kind enough to provided us
with some information on her background, so
please read on.
YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN GOOD
THINGS CAN HAPPEN
Grace Moline

For 18 years, I taught the Deaf

& Hard of Hearing at Hinsdale South High School
in Darien, IL. When my husband and I decided to move to Crystal Lake where he
had always taught and then became an administrator, I decided it was time to transition to a new career. So, I went back to school at Harrington School of Interior
Design for three years. While I loved the design process and architecture, after
being in the field for a year, I learned I really didn't like the business world which
doesn't have the collegial atmosphere that I enjoyed. Instead, I got into the museum field and became the Exhibits Curator at the McHenry County Historical Museum in Union, IL. That was fun, challenging and had the same atmosphere as the
educational world that I loved. I stayed there for the next twenty years. Here is
where I plug the museum which is a fun place, and not the staid "institution" that
people might think a historical museums to be. Do check it out (in person or
online at www.mchsonline.org ) or on Facebook.
When I retired, I made it my personal goal to learn and grow my photography
skills. Albeit, I had been taking pictures for about thirty years with a point & shoot
film camera, then a Nikon SLR but I still stuck to aperture preferred. I graduated
to digital but still didn't push myself. I had seen my composition skills improve but
wanted to take it further to where I could shoot in RAW, learn more about light
and expand my creativity. Around a year ago, I got a Nikon D5200 and have been
learning ever since with workshops, reading, learning new software programs and
just making pictures. In my internet searches, I ran across the Crystal Lake Camera
Club via their impressive website and joined. I learn by doing. By becoming actively involved in the club, I learn even more. I started off simply by just entering competitions, talking with people & taking classes. To find myself in the same collegial
atmosphere at the camera club where people are friendly, nurturing and giving
makes me feel at home. So, when I was asked to join the Board as Treasurer, how
could I say no? It's all good. ◊

A REMEDY FOR PHOTOGRAPHY BURN-OUT
Sandy Wittman

Recently published is a new book of interest to photographers.

Edited by Jason
Fulford and Gregory Halpern with photos by Mike Slack, The “Photographer’s Playbook” is full of ideas to jump-start your creativity. It lists 307 assignments, each
written by a professional photographer. Some will make you think, some will encourage you to think less and do more, some will make you laugh, and some, if they
don’t inspire you now, may inspire you later when you are ready. The soft cover
book is published by Aperture and lists for $24.95, but is currently available for
$19.95 on http://www.amazon.com . ◊

The Forest Preserve District holds monthly meet-ups. For more information see
http://fpdcc.com/photo-meet-ups .
DaPra’s Flickr page can be found at
http://flickr.com/photos/fpd365 .
See also “Yearlong Photo Project Yields a Fresh Look at Forest Preserves” at
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/columnists/ct-year-of-photos-brotmantalk-0112-20150110-column.html . ◊
CLCC Website: http://www.crystallakecameraclub.org

Salt Creek - February, 2014

CLCC on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crystallakecameraclub101

Kris DaPra
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ICONIC PICTURE OF A MARCH DAY IN HISTORY

LET IT SNOW (Somewhere Else)

Rich Bickham

This winter the East Coast has been blasted by multiple winter storms with hur-

For the United States the decade of the 1930s was a dismal one, and the year

ricane force winds. The Boston area has received over seventy inches of snow
within the thirty day period from mid-January to mid-February. Here are a few
pictures from the Boston area.

1936 was no exception. The Great Depression continued to plague the country
while the Dust Bowl took an enormous toll on the families of the western Great
Plains of the Midwest. Many folks who had tried farming the land for years lost
their homes to bank foreclosure, loaded their few possessions onto their vehicle
and headed west to California where they were told of a better life in a pleasant
environment.
The reality turned out to be less than promised with far more Midwest refugees
seeking farm work than there were available jobs. The dismal life left behind became a dismal life of another sort for most of them.
Photographer and photojournalist Dorothea Lange (1895-1965) provided broad
exposure of their plight to the American public. She accomplished this by allowing
free publication of her photographs of the life and times of these people to newspapers and magazines. Her work during the Great Depression with the U.S. Agricultural Department Resettlement, and Farm Security Administrations (where she
worked from 1935-1939) was influential in the development and growth of documentary photography.

Boston - 1/28/15

Elise Amendola (AP)

Boston - 2/10/15

Scott Eisen

Boston - 1/28/15 Elise Amendola (AP)

Boston - 1/27/15

Peter Pereira

It’s happened here before, and no doubt
will happen again sometime. Are you old
enough to remember this (picture on the
right) from 38 years ago in the Chicago
winter of 1967?
Kind of puts the cold snap we’ve been
suffering through in the Chicago area this
month in a different perspective. ◊

Chicago - 1/28/67

Chicago Sun Times

LINK OF THE MONTH
Submitted by Carolyn Folak
This is an site I came across while on the internet. It had some gorgeous pictures
and a few reminded me of photos I've seen our members submit for our own
CLCC competitions.
http://www.shutterstock.com/blog/40-images-change-perception-stock-photos?
pl=CTLY7&utm_source=contently&utm_outbrain=content&utm_campaign=ch ◊

TIP OF THE MONTH
Submitted by Jim Petersen

Migrant Mother

Dorothea Lange

During March of 1936 Lange shot six images of 32 year old Frances Owens Thompson, a refugee from Oklahoma who was living in a tent with her children in Nipomo, CA. She used a Graflex camera to produce 4”x5” negatives. The most famous and recognizable of those photographs titled “Migrant Mother” (shown
above) portrays a desperate woman and three of her seven children. Arguably the
best-known documentary photograph of the twentieth century, its publication in
the San Francisco Bee newspaper increased public awareness and led to the government providing aid to those living in the camps so they would not starve.
Respecting Thompson’s wishes to protect her children from embarrassment, her
name was not released by Lange at the time of the photo’s publication. Only years
later in 1978 did she allowed her story to go public, revealing it to a San Francisco
newspaper reporter who had tracked her down in Modesto, CA (where she had
lived since 1945). Shortly thereafter she made her story public. She eventually
was able to rise to a middle class position by working several jobs at once, but she
never directly benefitted financially (“not a penny” in her words) from Lange’s
photograph. She died from complications of a stroke in 1983. ◊
CLCC Website: http://www.crystallakecameraclub.org

When you have to shoot handheld using a slow shutter speed try setting your
camera to continuous shooting. Press the shutter and take several photos in a
burst. Because the camera isn’t moving much between shots, you’ll often get at
least one sharp image in the group, if the shutter speed isn’t impossibly slow.
The Minimum Handholding Speed Rule: 1/Focal Length = Minimum Shutter Speed.
The classic rule of thumb for sharp photos is to set the shutter speed greater than
or equal to the inverse of the focal length for handheld sharpness. That rule held
true for 35mm film, and it also applies to full frame image sensors. With small
sensors you need a faster shutter speed. Use a magnification factor for the sensor
format and plug in a new focal length: 1.5X for APS-C and 2.0X for Micro Four
Thirds (MFT). Here’s an example for a 100mm lens:
Format Size

Focal Length

35mm Full-Frame
APS-C
MFT

100mm
100mm x 1.5 = 150
100mm x 2.0 = 200

Minimum Shutter Speed
1/100 second
1/150 second
1/200 second

These tips were published in the January/February, 2014 issue of “Outdoor Photographer”
magazine. - Ed ◊

CLCC on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crystallakecameraclub101
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MEMBER FOCUS
CLCC FEBRUARY COMPETITION WINNERS

DAVID JILEK TO PRESENT AT CLCC MARCH MEETING

Congratulations to the following members who were winners at the February 3

CLCC club secretary David Jilek will be giving a presentation on Lightroom at the

CLCC, and February 14 CACCA competitions:

March 3 club meeting. Specifically, David will demonstrate how to use the Adjustment Brush tool and all the different types of things you can do with it, like localized color adjustments, localized sharpening, etc. David spoke at the January club
meeting, presenting an overview of the Lightroom Tools Bar. He is a professional
photographer and highly proficient in the use of Lightroom. Join us for what should
be a very interesting and educational presentation. ◊

Lyle Anderson:
“View at the Edge of Two Continental Plates” - Large Color - Award
“Water Lily at San Juan Capistrano” - Small Color - Honorable Mention
“Sculpted Icelandic Icebergs” - Small Monochrome - Award
“Old Icelandic Cabin” - Small Monochrome - Honorable Mention
Teresa Baber:

PAUL LITKE - RENAISSANCE MAN

The Crystal Lake Library coaxed long-time CLCC member Paul Litke to create a

“Enchanted Forest” - DPI - Award
“Old Spaghetti Factory” - DPI - Honorable Mention
“Gentleman’s Farm” - Small Color - Honorable Mention
“Red Barn” - Small Color - Honorable Mention
- CACCA Honorable Mention
Jeff Chemelewski:
“The Art of Simplicity” - Large Color - Award - CLCC Print of the Month
- CACCA Honorable Mention
“Black Sand Beach” - Large Color - Honorable Mention
“The Alabama Hills” - Large Monochrome - Honorable Mention

poster for their READ program. The below promotional poster showing him on a
buffalo was taken with a six Mpixel pocket camera by his wife at the Donley’s Wild
West Bar/Restaurant in Union, IL. He just walked right up and sat down on the
bison (he is not sure if that is still allowed). He replaced the background with a
picture he took in Utah using Photoshop Elements. For the READ Program, the
Library wanted a book in his hand, so he added a Lewis and Clark expedition journal. The Library added the coonskin cap and text to complete it and placed the
poster low (at the kids’ eye level) near the entrance to the children’s area of the
library.

Pat Copp:
“Dragon Fly” - DPI - Award - CACCA Award
Tom Hughes:
“Winter Sunset at the Riviera” - Large Color - Honorable Mention
“Top Shelf Only Please” - Large Color - Honorable Mention
“The Big Photo Gallery” - Small Color - Award
- CACCA Award
“Winter at Yerkes Observatory” - Large Monochrome - Award
“No More Right Field Bleachers” - Large Monochrome - Honorable Mention
Norm Kopp:
“Fish Dinner” - DPI - Award
“Walking the Plank” - DPI - Honorable Mention
“Broad-shouldered Hawk” - Large Color - Award
“Kestrel” - Small Color - Award
“Old Mill Stream” - Small Monochrome - Award
- CACCA Honorable Mention

Paul is into so many things that he didn’t know what to put for his title or occupation. Several people have characterized him as a “Renaissance Man” and it seems
to fit! He feels honored to be included in the program with the mayor, councilmen, chief of police, and other notables to promote the READ program. He says
“Being retired is exhausting!” ◊

Rinus Lammers:
“What Y’r Doing There?” - DPI - Honorable Mention
Paul McPherson:
“Long Day” - DPI - Award
Roger Willingham:
“Cool Reflections” - Small Color - Award
Sandra Wittman:
“Dancer” - DPI - Honorable Mention
“Happy Landing” - Small Color - Honorable Mention
“I See You Looking at Me” - Small Color - Honorable Mention
“Scripps Pier” - Small Monochrome - Honorable Mention
“Washington Cathedral - North Porch” - Small Monochrome
- Honorable Mention
“ Cathedral Alcove” - Small Monochrome - Honorable Mention
A sampling of the above winning photographs is shown on the page 5. All available winning photographs will be uploaded to the CLCC website.
CLCC Website: http://www.crystallakecameraclub.org

Four February CLCC Award Winners

Peter Pelke II

Four of the eight Award winners are shown above with some of their winning
photographs. From left to right are Tom Hughes, Norm Kopp, Jeff Chemelewski and
Roger Willingham. Photograph taken by Peter Pelke II. ◊

CLCC on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crystallakecameraclub101
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CLCC FEBRUARY COMPETITION WINNERS *
CLCC Print of the Month

Old Spaghetti Factory

Teresa Baber
The Art of Simplicity

What Y’r Doing There?

Jeff Chemelewski

Rinus Lammers

Kestrel

Norm Kopp
Cathedral Alcove

Cool Reflections

Roger Willingham

Dragon Fly
Long Day

Sandy Wittman

Pat Copp

Paul McPherson

* All images are uncropped, and sized such that each has the same printed area while retaining its original aspect ratio. Images by Lyle Anderson and Tom Hughes were
unavailable at publication time. - Ed ◊
CLCC Website: http://www.crystallakecameraclub.org

CLCC on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crystallakecameraclub101
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IT’S BETWEEN YOU AND YOUR SUBJECT *
The Aperture (Diaphragm)
Rich Bickham

Last month we discussed the technology of the DSLR lens the function of which is
to focus light from the subject onto the plane of the image sensor. This month and
next we will discuss two elements which modify the light entering the lens. These
are the diaphragm which acts like a “light valve” to control the fraction of the light
entering the lens that is allowed to pass through to the shutter. The shutter then
controls the amount of time during which the light passing through the diaphragm
hits the image sensor. Both work together to enable the photographer to control
exposure - the intensity of light (controlled by the aperture) that is captured by the
image sensor over a specific time period (controlled by the shutter). The diaphragm
and shutter are typically placed between the lens and the image sensor in the order
shown below. The diaphragm is a part of the lens assembly.

produces two rays per blade, while one with an even number of blades produces one ray per blade. This is because
an aperture formed by an even number of blades is a polygon whose opposite sides are parallel ( and vertex pairs lie
opposite each other) which causes the diffraction rays
from both to overlap. A perfect circular aperture will
produce no apparent starburst, but rather a somewhat
larger fuzzy image of the light source. An example of the
starburst effect is shown in the image on the right taken
using a lens with a twelve blade diaphragm.
The diaphragm usually remains wide open (producing a large aperture) when
composing a picture, then as the shutter release is depressed it closes down to
produce the aperture selected by the photographer, and then reopens after the
exposure is complete. Details of a diaphragm mechanical assembly with six curved
blades is shown below.

4

Lens Assembly

1

5
3

This month we will only discuss the aperture, leaving discussion of the shutter until
next month.
First a note about terminology. The ‘diaphragm’ is the
name of the mechanism which controls the intensity of
the light, however it is commonly referred to as an
‘aperture’ in photography-speak. Technically, the
‘aperture’ is the hole in the center of the diaphragm
through which the light travels. In this column we will
use the terms diaphragm and aperture as just described,
and as illustrated in the figure on the right.

2

The vast majority of DSLR diaphragms are contained within the lens assembly and
are of the circular type. These consist of a series of overlapping metal blades or
leaves (which vary in number depending on camera model), and which can be adjusted to form a “circular” aperture of varying diameter through which the light
travels. Examples are shown in the below figures, which show diaphragms in varying
degrees of closure.

In the above figure the blades (1) are attached to a plate (2) in such a manner that
each blade is free to rotate about a pin (3) which is attached to the plate. The pins
fit within a slot (4) on a guide (5) which is placed over the plate (one pin and slot
per blade). When the guide is rotated, the blades are forced to rotate about the
pins within the guide slot such that the aperture area is changed. Contrary to
what might be expected, the diaphragm blades should be free of oil and lubricant
to work properly. The speed at which a clean leaf or blade diaphragm can close
or open typically ranges from 0.008 to 0.002 seconds.
Finally (this is a little off topic), in researching and writing this column I was intrigued by the similarity of the lens-aperture/diaphragm-shutter-image sensor
combination to the human eye, a cross section of which is shown below.
Eyelid

In the above figure the diaphragm blades (six in these examples) are clearly visible.
The aperture is really of a polygonal shape rather than a circle. The number and
shape of the blades affect how good of an approximation to a circle is achieved.
More blades is better than fewer, and curved blades are better than straight-edged
in that regard. The more circular the aperture, the more aesthetic the bokeh
(Japanese for ’blur’) will be. Diaphragms comprised of a large number of curved
blades are shown in the partially closed position in the below figures.

SUBJECT
YOU

They both perform the same function and have analogous parts (but ordered
differently). This is demonstrated in the below two tables.

A polygon shaped aperture causes a “starburst” effect in the resulting photograph
due to diffraction (scattering of light rays at the edge of the diaphragm blades surrounding the aperture). It is especially noticeable surrounding very bright objects
against dark backgrounds (like intense outdoor light sources at night) in the subject,
and is more pronounced at smaller apertures (higher f-stops). In the photograph,
rays may be seen emanating from such light sources. The number of rays is equal to
the number of blades in the diaphragm. A diaphragm with an odd number of blades
CLCC Website: http://www.crystallakecameraclub.org

* This column (the third of a series) explores the technology contained within the various
subsystems of the modern DSLR camera. - Ed ◊

CLCC on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crystallakecameraclub101
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FROM THE EDITOR

READER FEEDBACK

Rich Bickham

Some readers may wonder why I usually show long URL addresses for some links
published in the newsletter, instead of replacing them with simple aliases. The
reason is that readers may have only a printed copy of the newsletter, and therefore will be unable to click on a link. Providing the full link address allows them to
manually enter it into their browser.
On a related note, I want to assure readers that all unfamiliar links appearing in the
newsletter have been vetted for safety using the free website safety checker provided by Symantec’s Norton Safe Web at

MARCH MEETING SHOW & TELL CHALLENGE

The subject of the March Show & Tell is
“Winter Wonderlands That Warm My Heart”
As usual, feel free to bring any photographs (jpg) you would like to share on a flash
drive, regardless of subject matter. ◊

CHARTS & STATISTICS

User statistics for the CLCC website maintained by webmaster Sandy Wittman
were complied and are shown below, with term definitions. Statistics have been
tracked since July, 2014. A summary of data is shown below on a per month basis.
Visits - Number of visits to the site made by all visitors (including repeat visitors).
Unique Visitor - A person or computer (host) that has made at least one hit on
one page (repeat visits are not counted).
Pages - The number of pages viewed by visitors.
Hits - The number of files requested by visitors.
Data - The amount of data downloaded by visitors.
http://www.ipower.com
http://awstats.sourceforge.net/docs/awstats_glossary.html ◊

CLCC Website: http://www.crystallakecameraclub.org

Grace
Moline’s write-up of John Batdorff’s presentation on travel & street photography
was a great summary of John’s key points. I saw the presentation at CACCA, but
Grace obviously took notes. I appreciate that. By the way, CACCA has interesting
presentations every month. I also enjoyed Paul McPherson’s “Tip of the Month” on
The Polarizing Filter. I’ve had one in my bag for a while now, but don’t usually
think to use it. After reading Paul’s article, I’m trying it out and like the effects I’m
seeing. Thanks to Grace and Paul, and thanks for a great newsletter.
Royal Pitchford
Reader feedback should be sent to richbickham@comcast.net . ◊

https://safeweb.norton.com/ . ◊

Sources:

I wanted to mention two items I especially enjoyed in the February issue.

OPPORTUNITIES

Get your photography questions answered or your problems solved with our
“Ask a Pro” program. Submit queries to downtownprophoto@sbcglobal.net , and
Jim Pierce will provide an answer or solution to your inquiry in the next newsletter.
The front page picture (Seasonal Image of the Month) of the newsletter will be
chosen from entries received from club members. Your entry must be received by
the newsletter input deadline. Email a jpg image to richbickham@comcast.net with
the subject line “Front Page Image Entry - Month” where Month is the intended
newsletter issue month. The picture should have a seasonal theme. ◊

HELP WANTED

CLCC is in need of a volunteer to be assistant editor of the newsletter.

Beginning duties include assisting in preparation and pre-publish review of the monthly
issues, and eventually taking over editor responsibilities should current editor Rich
Bickham be unable to perform editor duties in any given month(s). Rich will provide training and guidance. A list of recommended attributes is in the April, 2014
newsletter (page 4) which can be found in the Newsletter section of the CLCC
website. Interested individuals should contact Rich at richbickham@comcast.net .
We are always looking for good photography tips for the “Tip of the Month” and
interesting links for the “Link of the Month” sections of the newsletter. If you have
something helpful to share with our club members (which includes both professionals and novices so both basic and advanced topics are welcome), send them to
richbickham@comcast.net before the newsletter input deadline. ◊

CLCC on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crystallakecameraclub101
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CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS - March & April, 2015
DATE
March 3, 2015

TIME
6:15 - 7:00 p.m.

LOCATION
Home State Bank

DESCRIPTION

NOTES

“Drop in Early” mentoring

1

CLCC March meeting - David Jilek - Lightroom photo editing
Donuts and coffee from Country Donuts in Crystal Lake are provided by club member Larry Swanson.

1

611 S. Main St., CL
Community Room
Colonial Café

Saturday morning PhotoBug breakfast meeting

2

Christian Church of Arlington Hts.

CACCA meeting activities:

3

333 W. Thomas St.
Arlington Heights, IL

 11:30 a.m. - Seminar - “Photographing Chicago: The Best

611 S. Main St., CL
Community Room
March 3, 2015

March 14, 2015

7:00 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

Home State Bank

5689 Northwest Hwy., CL
March 14, 2015

11:30 a.m.

Locations and How to Photograph Them”

 12:30 p.m. - Delegates meeting
 1:00 p.m. - Competitions judging
March 17, 2015

Deadline for April newsletter inputs

4, 5

March 24, 2015

Target date for April newsletter email distribution

4, 5
1, 5

March 31, 2015

7:00 p.m.

Home State Bank

CLCC April meeting - Competition night

April 11, 2015

8:30 a.m.

Colonial Café

Saturday morning PhotoBug breakfast meeting

2

April 11, 2015

12:30 p.m.

Christian Church of Arlington Hts.

CACCA seminar, meeting & competition judging

3

Notes:
1)
2)

3)
4)
5)

CLCC meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month. Home State Bank is located in Crystal Lake. It’s the large building behind the drive-up just southeast of
the intersection of Route 14 and Main Street. The Community Room is on the lower level - take the elevator just inside the south entrance.
The PhotoBug Breakfast meeting provides an opportunity for open conversation related to photography in general, plus good food and fun. Who knows, you may
take home some great tips and ideas that help you capture better pictures. Don’t dress up – it’s all informal. It’s a great way to get to know the club members on a
more personal level too. This event is held at 8:30 a.m. on the second Saturday of each month.
The monthly CACCA delegates meeting and interclub competitions are held on the second Saturday of each month. Those interested in attending should contact
Lyle Anderson at lyleandr@sbcglobal.net or Royal Pitchford at rpitchford@live.com - you may be able to catch a ride with them.
Email to richbickham@comcast.net .
The CLCC April meeting has been pulled in one week due to the Community Room serving as an election polling place on April 7. The publication date and newsletter input deadline for the April newsletter have also been pulled in one week from normal. ◊

HUMOR - THE INS AND OUTS OF MARCH PHOTOGRAPHY
The adage “March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.” is another example of animals allegedly pre-ordaining the weather (recall last month’s Humor section on
the groundhog). Here’s a Saturday Night Live classic from March, 1976 - https://screen.yahoo.com/john-belushi-snl-skits/weekend-john-belushi-march-000000303.html .

Oops, guess I belong in
the April 1 square! Oh
well, I forgot my camera
anyway.
CLCC Website: http://www.crystallakecameraclub.org

CLCC on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/crystallakecameraclub101
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